
Infor-

DOWNER SPRING FAIR

The 2014 Fair was held on Saturday

20th September, and was a pleasant

day for all. Many Downer residents

ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚĂŬĞ�ĂĚͲ

vantage of the many stalls present

and the good food and music. Several

of the tenants of the Community Cen-

tre displayed their wares and skills on

the day.

We were pleased that the ACT Gov-

ernment Economic Development Di-

rectorate and Capital Metro agreed

ƚŽ�ĂƩ ĞŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�

residents. They were kept busy all

ĚĂǇ͕�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚ�

residents about planning in the inner

north, including proposed develop-

ments in Dickson and Watson, the

school site in Downer, and the pro-

posed light rail link from Gunghalin to

the City. We were also pleased to see

��d�D >�Ɛ�̂ ŚĂŶĞ�ZĂƩ ĞŶďƵƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�

Alistair Coe present.

Some photos from the Fair are on the

DCA website (see over page).

OLD DOWNER SCHOOL SITE

During the year the buildings on the

school site were demolished by the

ACT Government, causing some dis-

turbance and annoyance for tenants in

the Community Centre and local resi-

dents. The area will remain vacant un-

Ɵů�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ĐŽŵŵĞŶĐĞƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�

development planned for the site.

/ƚ�ŝƐ�ƐŽŵĞ�ƟŵĞ�ƐŝŶĐĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂƟŽŶ�

has occurred with the Downer Com-

munity about what might eventuate

on the site. For this reason, the DCA

invited one of the Directors of Com-

munity Housing Canberra (CHC) to a

ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�D ĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ��ŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�

ŵĞĞƟŶŐ͘�dŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�

was revealed to us.

 The site will go to CHC without

tender.

 ��ǀ ĂƌŝĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�dĞƌƌŝƚŽƌǇ�WůĂŶ�ŝƐ�

required.

 WĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�

affordable housing for people who 

do not qualify for public housing.

The remainder will be sold to off-

set the lower cost housing.

ANNUAL GENERAL

MEETING of DCA

The Downer Community

Association will hold its

AGM on Monday 24th No-

vember at 7.30 pm.

Al l members and in terest -

ed Downer residents are

invi ted to a t tend. Drinks

and nibbles provided before,

during and after.

Come along and f ind

out what the DCA has

been up to in the past

year , and what is hap-

pening in your suburb.

NOTE: Elect ions wi l l

be held for pos i t ions on

the DCA Management

Committee. I f you know

someone in the suburb

who could contr ibute to

the Committee (or i f

you would l ike to be

involved yourself ) ,

nominat ion forms wi l l

be avai lable at the

meeting. They are also

avai lable f rom our web-

site (see over page) .
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 There will be some independent

living units for older people,

and some commercial develop-

ment to service these.

 There will be up to 300 units

(max 3 storeys) with a mix of

townhouses, apartments and

larger independent living units.

There will be limited 1br apart-

ments.

 Changes since the last consulta-

ƟŽŶ��ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŽƉĞŶ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͕�

more north-facing units, child-

care centre moved closer to the

Community Centre

The DCA will be maintaining dia-

logue with CHC and the ACT Gov-

ernment, and will be keeping a

close eye on developments to en-

sure the best outcomes for Downer

COMMUNITY CENTRE

For room rentals and any

other issues to do with the

Centre, contact the Centre

Coordinator, Jingwen Wang

on 6249 6443 or

downercentre@gmail.com

DOWER COMMUNITY

ASSOCIATION

To reach the Manage-

ment Commit tee for other

mat ters, use

downerassociation@gmail.com

DCA WEBSITE

www.downercommunityass

ociation.org

The webs ite has infor-

mation about the Com-

munity Centre, room

rentals , membership

and other forms, etc.

There are copies of

previous Newsletters

and Management Com-

mittee minutes, and

informat ion and photos

from previous Fairs.

BOOKS & CDs

There are still copies of the

book ‘Downer@50’ and the

follow up CD released in 2010.

If you don’t have these, they

are available at $10 for the

pair. Phone 6249 8392 or email

downerassociation@gmail.com

STOP PRESS 1

At the AGM on 24th November,
representatives from the ACT
Government Economic Develop-
ment Directorate and from Com-
munity Housing Canberra will
speak on the Downer school site
development.

Staff from Capital Metro will also
be present.

Come along and find out

what they have to say!

CLOSURE OF DOWNER TOILETS

The public toilets near the old Down-

er shops have been closed. The ACT

Government says this is due to lack

of use. The DCA has lobbied to have

this decision overturned, making sure

ƚŚĂƚ�D >�Ɛ�̂ ŚĂŶĞ�ZĂƩ ĞŶďƵƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�

Alister Coe were made aware of the

ŝƐƐƵĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�̂ ƉƌŝŶŐ�&Ăŝƌ͘���ůĞƩĞƌ�ŚĂƐ�

been sent to the Minister, together

ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�ƉĞƟƟŽŶ�ƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ďǇ�ŵĂŶǇ�ƉĞŽͲ

ple at the Fair.

OTHER PLANNING ISSUES

Dickson Shops redevelopment. This
is a large development with at least
one new supermarket, apartments
and other developments. The need
for a temporary carpark on the cor-
ŶĞƌ�ŽĨ��ŶƟůů�ĂŶĚ��Žǁ ƉĞƌ�ƐƚƌĞĞƚƐ�ǁ ĂƐ�
related to this. We understand that
the Government is encouraging Coles
ƚŽ�ŶĞŐŽƟĂƚĞ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞƐƐĞĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�

old ACTTAB site, which suggests the
proposed temporary carpark may not
go ahead. However, there is no guar-
antee of this.

WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ƌĞǌŽŶŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�̂ ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳ Ϯ�
Dickson ƚŽ�ĂůůŽǁ �ƐŽŵĞ�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů�
development. The DCA believes this
ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŽŶůǇ�ƐŝƚĞ�ůĞŌ�ŝŶ�E ŽƌƚŚ��ĂŶďĞƌƌĂ�
ĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ͘ �/Ĩ�
this area is eroded, there will be no
opportunity in the future for new
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͕ �
churches, playing fields, etc. 

STOP PRESS 2

The Omnibus Draft Territory Plan Variation has been released! Documents for
DV322, Downer are at http://www.planning.act.gov.au/tools_resources/
legislation_plans_registers/plans/territory_plan/
draft_variations_to_the_territory_plan

DV322, Downer includes documents for the redevelopment of the School site

(Public Consultation Notice, Planning report, Background documents). The

documents generally agree with information provided above, but the number of

storeys proposed seems to go beyond 3. Submissions can be made up until

19th December (see http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/ni/2014-567/current/

pdf/2014-567.pdf).


